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Introduction
American English dialects
⎯ Dialects: varieties of a language that differ in 

vocabulary, grammar, and pronunciation patterns and 
structures, but are largely mutually intelligible

⎯ Standard American English (SAE), African American 
Vernacular English (AAVE), and Chicano English (CE)

Attitudes towards dialects
⎯ SAE is typically regarded as more prestigious and more 

favorable than nonstandard dialects (1, 2)
⎯ Speakers with strong AAVE and CE accents are rated 

more negatively than those with moderate accents (2, 3)

Dewaele and McCloskey (2015) (4)
⎯ Links between attitudes towards foreign-accentedness 

and individual difference factors

Individual difference factors
⎯ Extraversion
⎯ Neuroticism
⎯ Tolerance for Ambiguity (TA)
⎯ Sociocultural background

The current study
Investigate connections between attitudes towards 
dialects and individual difference factors in college 
students
Predictions
Positive attitudes towards dialects in individuals with: 
– high Extraversion, low Neuroticism, high TA
– multilingual, racially, and linguistically diverse      
backgrounds

Participants 
N = 113 (Mage = 19.6, 31 males; current college students) 

Survey 
⎯ Sociocultural background

§ Native language(s), language(s) spoken at home, 
knowledge of foreign language(s)

§ Racial and linguistic diversity of area where they grew 
up, where they live now

⎯ Attitudes (preceded by dialect speech audio sample)
§ Att1: General attitude questions, ex: “I would not mind 

working for someone who sounds like this.” (5)
§ Att2: Status- and solidarity-stressing questions, ex: 

“This speaker sounds like they are trustworthy.” (3) 
⎯ Five-factor personality & TA scales

Methods Conclusions
- High Extraversion linked to more positive 

general attitudes towards AAVE
- High Neuroticism linked to more positive 

solidarity- and status-concerned attitudes 
towards SAE

- High TA linked to more positive attitudes 
towards AAVE

- Having a native/home language other than 
English linked to more negative general 
attitudes towards SAE

Personality
- Findings on TA fit with previous research 

indicating links between TA and attitudes 
towards diversity (6, 7)

Sociocultural background
- Most of the sociocultural background 

factors did not relate to attitudes in 
college students

- Education might be a stronger influential 
factor over racial/ethnic attitudes than 
personal exposure to diversity (8)

Results
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Coding note:
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Table 1. Inter-attitudinal correlations
Pearson’s r p value

Att1 & Att2 SAE .493 < .001
Att1 & Att2 AAVE .498 < .001
Att1 & Att2 CE .451 < .001
Att1 AAVE & CE .550 < .001
Att2 SAE & AAVE .378 < .001
Att2 AAVE & CE .548 < .001
Att2 SAE & CE .450 < .001

Table 2. Individual difference factors
Pearson’s r p value

Extraversion & Att1 AAVE .196 .037
Neuroticism & Att2 SAE .189 .045
TA & Att1 AAVE .304 .001
TA & Att2 AAVE .299 .001
Home/Native Lang & Att1 SAE -.194 .039


